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1791-1795 being occupied with stimulating the tardy and recal- 
citrant. But the interesting fact is that Herault did pay in full, 
certainly not a fourth of its income but a fourth of its declared 
income and 2% per cent of its valuables. Only three quarters of 
the total receipts were available for the central government, how- 
ever, after the cost of collection had been deducted. France had 
expected 400 million livres from the whole country and received 
only 200 millions. The rich and well-to-do, and the bourgeois 
with an income of over 400 livres, did not hold back; the petty 
traders and the laborers did. For this the bad economic condi- 
tions of the time were ample excuse. It should be observed that 
those with incomes of less than 400 livres were simply invited to 
contribute, in no way required. They may have felt, we surmise, 
that the tax was really not their burden, and they may have ob- 
served that it was the middle class rather than the proletariat that 
was benefiting by the new regime. 

This book, confirming the conclusions of other local investiga- 
tors and of students of the national finances, gives us many de- 
tails and illustrations of value. Its bearing upon the situation 
in France at the present time, the author tries to make real. 
France has been listening to arguments for and against a general 
income tax to meet the burdens of war. This study of an early 
example of such tax indicates that it would be a failure; that it 
is a delusion to say that an income tax is equitable if men do not 
truthfully declare their income. Of course the force of this ap- 
plication of the analogy of the two cases may be somewhat less- 
ened if the new law provides means of strict inquiry into any 
questionable declaration. 

N. S. B. Geas. 

University of Minnesota. 
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democracy throughout the history of labor from slavery and serf- 
dom down to the era of gilds. The Catholic Middle Ages are de- 
scribed as the Golden Age of labor, the period in which the workers 
realized for the first and last time in history the true ideals of in- 
dustrial democracy. This age of superb art, education, and demo- 
cratic institutions ended with the "abhorrent Reformation," which 
ushered in the period of capitalism and sordid materialism. Luther 
and Wyclif are characterized as the bolshevists of their time, whose 
exploits were followed by land monopoly and industrial slave mar- 
kets (p. 268). The author is generous enough to admit the his- 
torical fact that the Roman Church possessed a plethora of wealth 
in the form of land, but he absolves the Church from the stain of 
commercialism by attributing this ownership to the weaknesses of 
the ecclesiastical lords (pp. 262, 295). In this part of the book the 
author does not succeed in concealing a manifest religious bias. 

The development of a gild system, patterned after the medieval 
organizations but adjusted to modern conditions, is the panacea 
proffered to the masses who suffer under modern commercialism to 
which the Protestant Reformation surrendered them. Bolshevism, 
socialism, and syndicalism are dismissed summarily as erroneous 
and destructive expressions of the gild concept. These would 
threaten private property and religion. The true gild movement 
can be advanced only by the organization of cooperative enterprises 
and the establishment of industrial copartnership in which the work- 
ers will have not only a share in management but also in earnings. 

In tracing the origin of trade unionism to ancient Egypt and 
Greece the author contradicts the conclusive evidence to the con- 
trary produced by accepted authorities, including the Webbs. Bren- 
tano, with whose conclusions the Webbs and others take issue, is 
accepted by the author as an indisputable authority. The cooper- 
ative movement is viewed as a step away from socialism, although 
as a matter of fact the success of this movement in the United States 
is due in large measure to the efforts of moderate socialists who 
see in it a long stride toward the realization of the socialist com- 
monwealth. Gordon S. Watkins. 
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